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Greetings Comrades and Friends, 

As we transition into the autumn months of September and October 2026, I want to take a 
moment to reflect on the accomplishments we, as members of the VFW, have achieved 
together this year. Our dedication to serving veterans and supporting our community continues 
to be the cornerstone of our mission. Our post has remained active and engaged, driven by the 
same commitment that defines the VFW nationwide. We have successfully advanced several 
community programs and outreach initiatives, providing aid and camaraderie to veterans and 

their families. 

As we enter September and October 2026, I am proud to share updates highlighting our continued dedication to 
veterans, community service, and honoring our nation’s history during this monumental 250th birthday year.  June and 
July were busy and meaningful months. We proudly celebrated VJ Day alongside the Gold Star Mothers during their 
Annual Day of Service. We marked the 78th anniversary of the dedication of the World War II Four Freedoms Memorial 
and the 81st anniversary of the end of World War II on August 9th—important reminders of the sacrifices that define 
our legacy.  

In July, Post 4659 hosted a successful blood drive on Wednesday, July 1st, collecting 30 pints of blood for the American 
Red Cross—a vital contribution that exemplifies our commitment to saving lives. Past Commander Art Huge and 
current Auxiliary President Diane Huge represented our Post at the New Baltimore Post 7573 Independence Day 
celebration. Our line officers attended the Veterans Training Service on July 19th at the Waterford Post, enhancing their 
leadership skills. Comrades Art Huge, Kevin BeDruyne and Karen Franklin represented Post 4659 on Michigan Day at 
the National Home in Eaton Rapids MI donating $500.00 That our members collected during our monthly Post meeting. 
Jr. Vice Commander Chris Campbell visited VFW’s Camp Trotter in Newaygo MI continuing our presence at State and 
National levels. 

On August 7th, Post 4659 attended Purple Heart Day celebrations with the Charter Township of Washington at 
Washington Memorial Park, which marked Washington Township’s designation as a Purple Heart community. Among 
the honored guest speakers was our very own Bruce Hartung, a two-time Purple Heart recipient and United States 
Marine Corps scout sniper who served from 1967 to 1969. Also speaking was the Honorable Lisa McClain, 
Congresswoman for Michigan’s 9th District. That same day, we participated in the Veterans Coffee Hour at the Romeo 
Masonic Temple, engaging with veteran navigators and strengthening our local support network.  

Our Canteen at Post 4659 has received wonderful updates with freshly painted walls and a thoughtful rearrangement 
showcasing our awards from the National, Department, State, and County levels. We moved the “Missing Man” table 
up front as a powerful reminder of our commitment to never forget those who made the ultimate sacrifice. Please be 
Respectful. A huge thank you goes to our Building and Grounds Committee—Eugene Meredith, Phil Gagnon, and Allan 
Schafer—for their outstanding efforts with painting, new lighting, kitchen repairs, and securing a Home Depot grant to 
enhance landscaping around our Post sign and Memorial. Great job, comrades! 

Unfortunately, due to low response, we had to cancel the Post picnic this year but remain hopeful for better 
participation next year. Due to the rising cost of postage. The membership has voted to EMAIL the newsletter moving 
forward to manage resources efficiently. If you did not receive your copy via email, please contact our Membership 



Chairman, Ken Klee, at kennethjklee51@gmail.com and provide him with your updated email address to stay 
connected. 

September will be just as busy.  Looking ahead, let us all attend the District Picnic on September 12th at New Baltimore 
Post 7573, a great opportunity for fellowship and camaraderie. Additionally, on September 19th, we will recognize 
POW-MIA Recognition Day at Resurrection Cemetery in Clinton Township—a solemn occasion reminding us of those 
who remain unaccounted for in service to our country. 

On the legislative front, Post 4659 and the VFW remain steadfast advocates for veterans. We continue to push for timely 
access to quality healthcare, comprehensive mental health resources, and fair benefits that honor the sacrifices of all 
who served. We will keep working tirelessly with lawmakers to protect and advance these priorities. 

Thank you all for your ongoing dedication and service. Together, we honor our history, serve our community, and 
support our veterans with pride. 

Fraternally, 

Jay Benner, Commander 

 

 

 

On July 4th, America celebrated 250 years as a nation. Our Auxiliary and Post members attended a 
community pancake breakfast and the annual noon bell ringing at the VFW Post in New Baltimore. 
August 9th had two events that were attended by Auxiliary and Post members: 

1. Gold Star Mothers VJ Day Memorial Service at White Chapel Cemetery with a luncheon at the VFW 
Post in Troy 

2. Michigan Day at the National Home in Eaton Rapids   

Bingo on Tuesdays and Thursday at the Post are on-going events. Some members play while others are 
working to make these games possible. 

Upcoming scheduled Autumn events involving the Auxiliary:  

1. September 7th, Ride or walk in the 95th Annual Peach Festival Hometown Parade 

2. September 25th, Auxiliary Fundraiser Purses and More Auction at the Post 

3. October 9th, Shelby Township Spooktacular at Heritage Gardens - The Auxiliary plans on entering a Scarecrow and 
will participate in the festivities all dressed up 

4. October 17th, Post Meat Raffle in the format of Show Me the Money (Meat) 

5. October 24th, Trunk or Treat at the Post 

6. October 28th – November 1st, Department of Michigan Fall Conference in Mt. Pleasant (great opportunity to learn 
about programs) 

For information on all programs, please visit VFW Auxiliary website MALTA, malta.vfwauxiliary.org, or come to our 
meetings held each month on the 2nd Thursday at 7:00pm. For Michigan Department information and additional 
resources, please visit vfwauxmi.org 

Please check out our Facebook page, VFW Auxiliary Post 4659, to see what we do. 



With the start of the school year, if time permits, consider volunteering at one of the VA Hospitals or Veteran homes. I 
had the opportunity to volunteer at the VA Hospital in Detroit and helped veterans living there play horse race games. I 
also volunteered at the Michigan Veteran Home in Chesterfield where I assisted a veteran playing Bingo. If you do, 
please reach out to us so we can report what our members do for the Veterans.  

Also, if you have or know of a child in grades 6-8 and 9-12 that would like to have an opportunity at some scholarship 
money, please reach out to lisalove.4659@gmail.com for more information on the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s 
Pen. Anyone know of a teacher who deserves to be recognized for their efforts? They also have a chance to receive 
money and recognition via the Teacher of the Year. 

For the artists, the Auxiliary has patriotic art contests open to children ages K-8 and 9-12 with entries due by December 
15th. Please contact Denise Frey for more information at frey11@comcast.net  We also have a scholarship opportunity 
for those members continuing their education. Please feel free to reach out to us. 

Hope to see you at one of our events at the Post! 

Diane Huge, Auxiliary President 

SAVE THE DATE 

Saturday, December 12, 2026 

 SANTA is coming for the Kids Christmas PARTY. 

 Starts at noon.  Ages 0-10.  Child must be present to receive their gift from SANTA.  Slips will be available to fill out 
Tuesday, November 3, 2026, in the clubroom.  You must be present to complete the form.  The clubroom employees 
will not take your information over the phone.  Deadline for name is Sunday, November 22, 2026. Santa is already. 

Denise Frey, Youth Activities Chairman 

 

Congratulations to Jo Harder 
(left) and Darlene Kaiser 

(right) on receiving their 40- 
and 15-year milestone pins of 
valuable membership in our 

Auxiliary! 

 

 

Clubroom / Canteen Notes 

Hello Everyone, Let me start with what I know so many of you have been waiting for!  

The first SHOW ME THE MONEY of the season is SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th!  Followed by 
September 27th, October 11th, and October 25th.  Please contribute something to share as SMTM 
is a potluck event.  (Otherwise, we have Sharon trying to provide food).  She already does so 
much for us, her generosity is endless!  

Another Fall favorite is the Wii BOWLING LEAGUE.  Many, many thanks to Joe MacDonald for all 
he does to keep it up and running! We start the week of SEPTEMBER 15th.  Make sure Joe knows 
ASAP if you plan to bowl.  Joe ran a bowling tournament in July, and one in August, so much 

fun!   August 15th was longtime Auxiliary Member, Rosemary DiCicco's, 85th birthday!  We had a 
great time celebrating this beautiful lady while we bowled.   Happy Birthday Rosemary!!  

mailto:lisalove.4659@gmail.com
mailto:frey11@comcast.net


We have something new to us in the works! Sharon Jeffery’s daughter, Dawn Maluchnik, is going to run a PURSES AND 
MORE AUCTION for us. We are very excited about this!   It will be held on Friday, September 25th in the Hall.  Information 
is in the Clubroom and on the Auxiliary Facebook page.   

Basically, we donate gently used purses, coolers, backpacks, tool boxes, beach bags, etc., add some fun items in them 
and hold an auction. PLEASE see the flyer for all the details because as I said, this is just the basics.  It's so much more!  

As always, Karaoke is on the 3rd Friday of the month.  DJ Mary does a great job; it's been fun and busy and very 
entertaining!  We have dinner 5pm-7pm, then karaoke 7:30pm-10:30pm.   Sept 18th and October 16th, see you there! 

Game nights will be September 21st and October 24th. We start at 5:30pm with a potluck dinner and start playing 
shortly thereafter.  We're open to any and all games and ideas you may have.  Bring your best game for a good time! 

Commander Jay Benner has been making some updates in the Clubroom and around the Post.  Everything 
looks good!  Come check it out, hope to see you soon. 

Kathie Holloway, Clubroom Manager 

 

   

Past Commander Art Huge, Auxiliary President Diane 
Huge and Quartermaster Kevin Debruyne enjoying 
their visit to the National Home. 

 

 

 

Quartermaster and Honor Guard Kevin DeBruyne and Past 
Commander Art Huge attended Michigan Day at the National 
Home in Eaton Rapids on Sunday, August 9th. Kevin made a $500 
donation to the National Home during the presentations. 

 

Membership 

 

Departed post members  

Gary Whitcher - US Army Vietnam - Age 75 

Earl Brooks - US Navy Vietnam - Age 77  

 

Kenneth Klee,  Membership Chairman 

586-260-4200 or kennethjklee51@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 



6-part educational series for VFW members  

Understanding Robert’s Rules of Order 

Article 2: Procedure, Authority, and Fairness 

Once a meeting is called to order, members need a shared process for deciding who may speak, what question is 
before the group, and when the organization is ready to vote. Robert’s Rules give the presiding officer and members a 
common procedure, so the meeting does not drift, repeat itself, or become controlled by the loudest voices in the 
room. 

Those procedures also work within a larger hierarchy of authority. Applicable law, the organization’s charter, bylaws, 
special rules, standing rules, and established customs may control before Robert’s Rules are applied. For VFW-related 
meetings, members should first consult VFW governing authorities and then rely on Robert’s Rules when those 
authorities are silent. 

Key takeaway: Procedure protects fairness by showing members which rule applies and how a proposal becomes 
official business. 

Paul M. Rick, Senior Vice Commander 

 

Gold Star Mothers VJ Day Ceremony at White Chapel Cemetery 

The WWII Four Freedoms Memorial was dedicated on VJ Day in 1948 when 115 veterans were laid to rest in 
the largest peacetime mass burial in US history.  Between 1948 & 1956, another 207 veterans joined them in 
this special area.  

 

The second Sunday of every August, the Gold 
Star Mothers and VFW join together to lay 
wreaths at the foot of this spectacular 
memorial in memory of those buried in this 
area and throughout the cemetery.  

 

 

Charity Poker  

Post members of 4659. I would like to thank all of the help Ken Klee and I received for our Charity Poker fundraiser, July 
30-August 2, 2026 @ Mr. B's restaurant, on Van Dyke. We raised $5669.00 and Ken Klee said it was the best that he can 
remember. Special thanks go out to:  Allen Pocock, Gene Meredith, Phil Gagnon, Karen Franklin, Bill Baron, Kevin 
DeBruyne, Carol Dalpe, Lisa Love, Jay Benner, Ken Klee and to anyone that I may have forgotten. Our next Charity Poker 
is at: 

Mr. B's Restaurant 

48550 Van Dyke 

Shelby Twp, MI 48317 

Dates: Dec 31, 2026 thru Jan 3, 2027  

Times: 10:45am-2:30pm & 2:30pm-6pm 

Thanks for ALL your help,  

Michael Salyers, Poker Chairman 



Camp Trotter  

August 22nd was my first time visiting Camp Trotter on family day 
2026. It was a great experience seeing the camp and meeting some 
other VFW members. I completed a tour of all the facilities and 
lake.  I met a Camp Trotter employee who’s been with the camp for 
45 years. I thanked her for working at the camp all those years and 
inspiring our youth. The long time Camp Trotter employee took me 
on a tour of the rooms where the camp attendees rest and sleep at. 
I saw they had plenty of space to store clothing and any materials 
brought to camp.  

I met the Camp Trotter Director Garrett and his family. Garrett gave me a run down on how 
the camp was run this summer. Garrett said the kids play sports, archery, hang out on lake, 
work on arts and crafts and learn a ton of life skills. Most importantly, the kids get to meet 
one another and make new friends. On Camp Trotter Day I got to meet the VFW State 
Commander Larry Thayer and VFW State Surgeon Michael Eckmyre. I got to chat with them, 
and we shared some of our military experiences and stories. I also got an opportunity to play 
cornhole and met some of the family members who attended. Overall, it was a great event.  

Chris Campbell, Jr Vice Commander 

 

Voice of Democracy / Patriot’s Pen / Teacher of the Year  

School just started!   If you know any high school / middle school kids – let them know about the Voice of 
Democracy and/or Patriot’s Pen.   The theme for the 2026 – 2027 VOD / PP as chosen by the VFW’s 
Commander-in-Chief. “What a Veteran Taught Me About America”  

The Patriot’s Pen is for 6th-8th grade students – writing a 300–400-word essay expressing their views on the 
topic.  

The Voice of Democracy is for 9th-12th grade students – recording a 3–5-minute speech expressing their 
views on the topic.  

Teacher of the Year is for teachers at elementary / middle / high school levels. It recognizes teachers who 
promote civic responsibility and patriotism to their students. Any certified / licensed teacher can be 
nominated.  

Deadline is October 31, 2026. For an official entry form and complete rules, contact me at 
lisalove.4659@gmail.com  

Lisa Love, VOD/PP Chairman 

 

mailto:lisalove.4659@gmail.com


Purple Heart Day Ceremony 

 

August 7th, Post Honor Guard posted the colors, lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance, Fired Rifle Volleys and played Taps at the Washington TWP 
Purple Heart Day Ceremony.  

 

On 7 August the Old Settlers Post 4659 Honor Guard Lead by Honor Guard Captain Brad Hoffman provided honors at 
the Washington Twp Purple Heart Day ceremony, leading everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and later our Rifle Team 
members Bill Barron, Gene Meredith, Kevin DeBruyne, Bruce Hartung and Scott Metcalf performed a three-round 
memorial rifle volley.  Michael Perusich performed Taps, afterwards the Rev. Eric Gonzales, pastor at Real Life Christian 
Church, sang Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless the USA” on guitar. Our own Post and Honor Guard Member Bruce Hartung 
was the first Keynote Speaker; Bruce is a two-time recipient of the Purple Heart during his time in Vietnam. Bruce 
presented Washington Twp Supervisor Sam Previti with a special recognition award from the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart for becoming a Purple Heart community. Bruce served in Vietnam from 1967 to 1969 as a Marine Scout Sniper, 
he originally wanted to join the Air Force but couldn’t due to color blindness. He was told 50 percent of the recruits 
would perish, and 25 percent would be wounded at least once, and the other 25 percent would be psychologically 
wounded. Bruce was recommended for Scout Sniper School. He recalled asking his lieutenant an important question, 
“What’s the life expectancy of a scout sniper? He said, ‘Not very good.’ Out of 11, seven of us volunteered for it, and I 
thought ‘well, if I’m going down, I’m going to get one of several weeks of the best training you can get’. And it was actually 
kind of fun,” he said. Bruce got his first Purple Heart during the Battle of Khe Sanh, he heard a rocket coming, which hit 
him in the arm. The second was in September 1968. “That one really hurt. I got hit with an RPG (rocket propelled 
grenade). I didn’t hear that coming. My partner got hit worse than I was,” he said. At the time, Vietnam veterans were 
not well received, and Bruce recalled being hit with tomatoes by protestors when he came home. “We felt more 
welcome in Vietnam than we did when we came home,” he said.  US Rep. Lisa McClain who was also in attendance 
commended Bruce for his public speaking abilities as Bruce commented up front that he isn't fond of public speaking. 
Our Post Commander Jay Benner was also in attendance.  

 

John W. Smith Old Timers Golf Outing 

VFW Old Settlers Post 4659 is proud to announce a generous $1,000 donation from Ken Koliba 
and Lenny Maciborski, representing the John W. Smith Old Timers Golf Outing. The donation 
was warmly received by Art Huge and Commander Jay Benner, leaders of Post 4659. 

This support comes at an especially meaningful time as the nation celebrates its 250th 
birthday this July. The contribution will help fuel Post 4659’s ongoing mission to serve veterans 
and strengthen the community bond. 

Commander Jay Benner expressed deep gratitude for the thoughtful gift, emphasizing how 
partnerships like these enrich the spirit of camaraderie and honor that define Post 4659. 

Post 4659 remains committed to continued service and celebration during this landmark year, supported by generous 
donors and steadfast community allies. 

 



Honor Guard 

Greetings everyone, Hope all is well with you.  Just want to keep you informed of upcoming events our Post 
Honor Guard will participating in. 

July 1st, we did Holly Honors and July 20th we did Funeral Honors for our Post Member Gary Whitcher at GLNC. 
On August 5th, we did Holly Honors and on August 7th, we posted the colors, lead the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Fired Rifle Volleys and played Taps at the Washington Twp Purple Heart Day Ceremony. Our Post and Honor 
Guard Member Bruce Hartung was one of the Guest Speakers. August 17th, we did Funeral Honors at Malburg 
Funeral Home for our Post Member Earle Brooks. 

Upcoming events are Holly Honors on September 2nd. October 7th, November 4th and December 2nd.   
November 10th, we'll be having a Memorial Day Ceremony in Washington Twp.  November 11th we'll be doing 
our Ceremonies at Pine Ridge, Prestonville Cemetery and our Post. We welcome our new Honor Guard 
Member Mike, we sure are glad to have you. We also wish our long-time Honor Guard member Tom Smith a 
speedy recovery and look forward to having him back on the team soon. 

As you can see, we are quite busy. We're getting asked to 
support more events. We welcome anyone who is interested in 
joining our team, please consider joining our dedicated group 
of professionals. If interested, please let me know at a meeting 
or give me a call at 586-457-5403.  

Respectfully,   

Brad Hoffman, Honor Guard Captain 
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Club Room Open 

Sunday & Tuesday  1pm to 9pm 

Wednesday – Saturday  3pm to 9pm 

586-781-9109 

                  

        Visit Us Online  
www.vfwpost4659.org     
www.facebook.com/vfw4659 

 
 
 
Veterans’ Outreach Sessions 
        Call (586) 469-6507         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


