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As the new Commander of Old Settlers Post 4659, | want to extend my deepest gratitude to
our previous Commander, Art Huge, for his outstanding leadership over the past three years.
Art’'s unwavering dedication and thoughtful guidance have played a pivotal role in the
continued success and growth of Old Settlers. We thank him sincerely for his years of service
and commitment to our mission and community.

| am extremely proud to introduce the Line Officers who have taken on important leadership
roles this year. Senior Vice Commander Paul Rick, Junior Vice Commander Chris
Campbell, Quartermaster Kevin DeBruyne, Adjutant Ben Light and Chaplain Bob Bartowski have all stepped
forward with enthusiasm and readiness to serve both Old Settlers and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Their
dedication ensures strong leadership for our Post and helps us meet the needs of our members and community
with honor and respect.

As we approach the start of our new fiscal year on July 1st, there is a renewed sense of purpose and energy
throughout the Post. This July is especially significant as we mark a momentous milestone: the 250th birthday of
our great nation. This milestone is a testament to the courage, sacrifice, and resilience of generations of Americans.
At Old Settlers, we celebrate not just this heritage but also our continuing role in upholding the freedoms and values
that define the United States.

To prepare for the year ahead, many hands are busy with necessary projects around the Post. We are trimming
bushes, weeding flower beds, planting new greenery, cleaning interiors, painting both inside and out, and making
essential repairs to maintain our facilities in top condition. We invite every member and friend of Old Settlers to join
in these efforts. No matter how small your contribution of time or skills, your help is invaluable. Volunteer sign-up
sheets are posted on the bulletin board in the Canteen—please take a moment to add your name and join us in
preserving and beautifying our Post.

In community collaboration, we extend a sincere thank you to the Shelby Lions Club for their generous work in
repairing potholes along the street leading to Old Settlers. Their efforts have made driving to the Post safer and
more pleasant for everyone. This partnership reflects the spirit of mutual support that strengthens our neighborhood
and our Post.

Thank you all for your steadfast support. Together, with your help and leadership, we will continue to build a vibrant
and welcoming community at Old Settlers Post 4659. | look forward to a successful and rewarding year ahead as
we honor our nation, support our veterans, and strengthen our bonds.

With sincere gratitude and respect,

Here’s to a great year ahead at Old Settlers Post 4659.

Jay Benner, Post Commander

8311 Wilson Dr., Shelby Twp., Ml 48316 586-781-9109

WFW

NO ONE DOES MORE FOR VETERANS.



VFW AuXILIARY

‘”x:':\m > UNWAVERING SUPPORT FOR UNCOMMON HEROES®
1y P

Greetings from your new VFW Auxiliary President, Diane Huge. Thank you for electing me to this
position!

For those of you who are not familiar with the traditions, the election of officers and chairman occurs
in April, they are installed in May and assume responsibilities after the Department elects and installs
their officers and chairpersons.

We are part of District 5. The picture shown has the Past President of our Post Sylvia Pocock and
me participating in the parade of flags with Sylvia giving a gift to out-going Michigan Department
President Debbie Scheetz who is also from District 5.

The National Theme for 2026-27 is “Servings America’s Heroes” and the Department Theme is “Leading with a
Patriots Heart”. We were reminded to visit the VFW Auxiliary website MALTA (malta.vfwauxiliary.org) for program
information.

At the convention, we were asked to revisit the reason why we joined this organization and think of the person we
joined under. Please consider opportunities to serve those that did.

The following is a list of our Programs and the Chairperson:
Veterans & Family Support - Denise Frey

Americanism / Patriotic Instructor - Jo Harder

Buddy Poppy - Sylvia Pocock

Historian / Media Relations - Donna Miller

Hospital / National Home - Rosemary Dicicco

Legislative - Sylvia Pocock
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Membership - Joe MacDonald

Scholarship - Diane Huge

Youth Activities / Camp Trotter - Denise Frey = = %‘&

If you have any questions on what these programs are about or want to become involved, please come to our
meetings that are held each month on the 2nd Thursday at 7:00pm.

Now, a little about myself. | joined the Auxiliary in 2023, became the Historian and then the Senior Vice President.
In June 2026, | retired after 28 years at RCO Engineering, Inc. as an Analyst in Finance. | graduated from Warren
Cousino High School. | received a BA in Political Science from The
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and an MBA from Wayne State % ' '
University in Detroit. \
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Clubroom / Canteen Notes

Welcome to POST 4659!

I\ ' = | know we've had some new Members sign lately and we are happy to have you. We hope you
‘ join us for some of our activities.

We are taking a break from Wii Bowling League and Show me the Money for the summer.

Joe MacDonald is going to run a couple 9 pin bowling "tournaments". The dates for those are
July 18th and August 15th. Times and details will be posted in the Clubroom.

The 3rd Friday of the month is always Dinner & Karaoke. July 17th and August 21st. Dinner
is 5:00pm -7:00pm. Karaoke is 7:30pm - 10:30pm. And we're working on adding another Karaoke night each month,
so stay tuned!

Join us for the Clubroom Weekly 50/50! Drawings are held every Thursday at 7:00pm

And a total fan favorite is Game Night! It's always a good time, so many laughs. Bring a dish / snacks / munchies,
we eat about 5:30pm and play starts soon after. The Horse Race Game is our most popular. Please come check
it out, you'll have a good time.

And last but not least (we're excited about this one!) we're having a POST FAMILY PICNIC. The date for that is
Sunday, July 26th. We'll have food, treats, games, prizes, activities, face painting, etc. If you have anything to
contribute or even any suggestions, please contact us ASAP with your ideas and/or offers. You can call me at
(586)322-5404 and I'll get the information to the committee! Would you like to be on the committee? Volunteers
are always welcome.

Welcome to Commander Jay Benner and all our new officers!

Congratulations to Art Huge on his retirement from command. Also, congratulations to Diane Huge on her
retirement from work and new position as Auxiliary President!!

Kathie Holloway, Clubroom Manager

On this Independence Day, we remember
all of those who went before us, helping to
make and keep our country free.




Membership

Comrades, as of July 1, 2026, we begin a new membership year. Over the last year our Post members recruited
several new and reinstated members to maintain Old Settlers Post as one of the leading Post in the State of
Michigan. Again, as the new year is upon us, we ask every member to try to recruit one new member. With family
reunions, picnics, and festivals all over the state, we make a lot of new friends. Ask them if and where they served
our country. If you need any assistance or know of a veteran who is eligible or anyone interested in joining our Post,
please contact me.

The Department of Michigan as of 6-30-2026 has 30,827 paid members. Following is a list of the top Post in the
State of Michigan.

Post Location Membership
1 - 1146 St. Clair Shores 775
2 - 2780 Traverse City 498
3 - 1138 Monroe 409
4 - 4659 Shelby Twp. 404
5- 1136 Wyandotte 388
6 - 3243 Fenton 374
7 - 7573 New Baltimore 362

Kenneth Klee Membership Chairman

586-260-4200 or kennethjklee51@gmail.com

Buddy Poppy

Again this year, our friendly, smiling Auxiliary members
participated in the Buddy Poppy program. I'm proud to say the
Aucxiliary raised almost $1,700 for the program that assists
veterans and their families. Pictured are Diane Huge, Elaine
Kosloski, myself, Pam Ryden, Rita Bonanni and Gail
Harris. Thank you for stepping up for a great cause.

Sylvia Pocock,
Auxiliary Poppy Chairman

HOOVER FINANCIAL SERVICES TODD A. HOOVER, CLU

Financial & Retirement Planning Services LPL lnvestmen’: Advisor R;presentative
thoover@hi-financial.com
Securities and Advisory services offered through LPL 17933 Hall Road P: 586.566.8787

Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC Macomb Twp., MI 48044




Voice of Democracy / Patriot’s Pen / Teacher of the Year

School will be starting before we know it - the theme for the 2026 — 2027 VOD / PP has already been chosen by
the VFW’s Commander-in-Chief.

“What a Veteran Taught Me About America”
The Patriot’s Pen is for 6th-8th grade students — writing a 300-400 word essay expressing their views on the topic.

The Voice of Democracy is for 9th-12th grade students — recording a 3-5 minute speech expressing their views on
the topic.

Teacher of the Year is for teachers at elementary / middle / high school levels. It recognizes teachers who promote
civic responsibility and patriotism to their students. Any certified / licensed teacher can be nominated.

Deadline is October 31, 2026. For an official entry form and complete rules, contact me at lisalove.4659@gmail.com

Lisa Love, YOD/PP Chairman

Shelby Twp. 250th Year Celebration at Shelby Twp.
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Auxiliary members (Diane Huge & Sylvia Pocock) promoting Post
membership at this event at the Township library on June 17.
They handed out approximately 50 American flags to attendees
2 of the event.
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Lois Sprengnether Keel was one of the B | - - : .
fascinating reenactors at the Shelby Twp library’s L Storyteller
presentation on the Underground Railroad. ‘ i (SFWI'CngnL’ther_Zcel
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6-part educational series for VFW members
Understanding Robert’s Rules of Order
Article 1: Henry Martyn Robert and the VFW connection

Article X, Section 1001 of the VFW Manual of Procedure states that procedural matters not covered by VFW rules
are governed by the current Robert’'s Rules of Order, Newly Revised. That reference raises a practical question:
who was Henry Martyn Robert, and why do his rules still guide meetings today?

Henry Martyn Robert was a U.S. Army engineer who recognized the need for clear meeting procedures after
struggling to preside over a public meeting. In 1876, he published the first edition of Robert’s Rules of Order to give
organizations a common, fair way to discuss business, protect member rights, and make decisions without
confusion or delay.

For VFW meetings, the basic lesson is simple: good procedure supports good participation. Robert’s Rules do not
replace the VFW Manual of Procedure; they provide details and guidance for procedural questions that the Manual
does not specifically address.

Newsletter takeaway: Clear rules help members participate fairly and keep meetings focused on the organization’s
mission.

Yk Save the Date k%

SUNDAY, JULY 26TH
WE ARE HAVING A POST FAMILY PICNIC!
Details coming soon

Food, games, music, activities and FUN for all ages!
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WEINGAR CLARKSTON

EVERYTHING FROM LAWN TO SNOW CEDAR SPRINGS
ANN ARBOR
WWW.WEINGARTZ.COM FARMINGTON HILLS




OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
TELEPHONE: (586) 254-20080
Fax: (586) 254.2048

DIEGEL
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49780 VAN DYKE

SHELBY Twp,, M| 48317
www.diegelchiropractic.com

For All Your Plumbing Needs!

Shelby Mechanical, LLC
51334 Oro Dr.
Shelby Township, Ml 48038
586-726-9444

shelbymechanical.net

www.TimsCompleteAuto.com

Partridge Creek
T t: (568) 263-5667

iforni f: (586) 263-5879
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creativity (o every meal.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

[ PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AND T0 THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH IT STANDS,
ONE NATION UNDER GOD, INDIVISIBLE,
WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL




OLD SETTLERS VFW POST 4659
8311 Wilson Dr.

Shelby Twp., Ml 48316

Return Service Requested

WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

Club Room Open
Sunday & Tuesday 1pm to 9pm

Wednesday — Saturday 3pm to 9pm

586-781-9109

VFW BINGO

Tuesday & Thursday Mornings
Doors Open at 9:00 am

Bingo Starts at 10:30 am

NON PROFIT
PRESRT STD
US Postage Paid
Washington, MI
Permit No. 12

Visit Us Online
www.viwpost4659.org
www.facebook.com/vfw4659

|\ NOONE DOES MORE FOR VETERANS. \



